
Finally, after 85 years of use,
several years of battling over design
and budget, and two years of con-
struction, a Murch Elementary
School for the 21st century is about
to open.

And the staff, teachers and stu-
dents can’t wait to get there at last.

“It’s beyond belief,” Principal
Chris Cebrzynski said. “I have been
in the buildings seven times and
each time is more exciting that the
one before.

“I am excited because of the
opportunities students will have that
they didn’t have in the old building. It
is a fun environment to be in and
learning should be distraction-free."

If all goes according to plan,
teachers will begin preparing their

new classrooms Aug. 20.
One week later, about 620 kids

— 6 percent higher than last year's
student enrollment — will be wel-
comed into the new building and the
renovated old one.

"The one thing that really excites
me," 5th-grade teacher Vicki Otten
remarked, "is having incredible
resources: up-to-date technology;
extensive library shelves filled with
books, and enrichment activities for
all students...to dig deeply into
ideas, skills and activities."

Second-grader Molly Snyder
said she "can’t wait to learn my way
around the new school," and 3rd-
grader Cecilia Owens, is eager "to
see the new classrooms…and to
have a real cafeteria.”

There will be bright colors,
adventurous playgrounds, and more
than $2,000 worth of art -- including
a mural by an artist ready to add stu-
dent ideas, a sculpture for kids to
climb on, and a long, hanging piece
that moves and sparkles in the light.
To show off the $83 million Murch

campus, there will be public tours,
alumni reunions, and lots more.

Through most of the summer,
Murch's staff will be at Deal Middle
School, planning what promises to
be a school year to remember.

(Why won't Mr. Mustang leave?
See page 4)
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HELLO MURCH!
GOODBYE MURCH!

There are many things you can
learn at school: reading, writing,
math, all that jazz. But some things
can’t be found in a textbook, such
as how to make a friend, or why you
should not talk in line.

During my six years at Murch,
I’ve learned a lot of valuable les-
sons that aren’t in any text (except,
of course, this one).

First, how to make a friend. I’ve
found that friendly smiles can do a
lot. Smiling is a way of reaching out
to somebody, and it works even
better if you follow a grin with a
chat. Talk, ask questions, answer
the other person's questions, and
follow that with an invitation to play
together..

It’s important to be able to
make friends easily because you’ll
need that skill throughout your
whole life.

I remember taking time to sit
on the wooden platforms and talk
with friends outside the old Murch
building. Many of my friendships
became stronger that way.

A second lesson was not to talk
in line. Teachers tell us all the time:
"no talking in line." Sometimes it’s
just a warning. Sometimes it has
more serious consequences, such
as losing points or being deprived
of an enjoyable activity.

In first grade, Ms. Harriet
stayed with our class while the
homeroom teacher was away. She
had no tolerance for talking in line.

One time, as we lined up, we
would not stop talking. Ms. Harriet
began to ring the chime. Normally
teachers ring it once or twice, but
Ms. Harriet just kept hitting it, even

after we were quiet. Then she
yelled at us.

The former assistant principal
heard the commotion, came in and
gave us a stern talk. After that, we
never talked much in line, especial-
ly not with Ms. Harriet around.

I’ve also learned to try new
things. In first grade, we raised
mealworms. One teacher brought
in fried mealworms -- not the ones
we’d raised -- for us to eat.

Since then, I’ve tasted other
things that I wouldn’t have before I
ate mealworms, like snails (escar-
got).

Another important lesson I’ve
learned at Murch: You're never too
old to play Pretend. As we grew
older, recess became a time for
sports or talk.

Many of us forgot the make-
believe games that used to be all
we did at recess. But my friends
and I revisited these old games
recently and found that they’re still
fun.

In one game, we choose fairy
tale characters for our parents and
pretend that we live in Fairy Tale
Land. Then we act the way those
characters would if they had our
parents’ personalities. It’s improv.
Nothing is planned out. We just play
along with the story as it develops.

While many of my memories
are of the old Murch building, these
last two years at UDC have taught
me that what matters are the peo-
ple inside the building, not the
building itself.
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We figured that it would take 15
to 16 hours for us to fly from
Washington to Israel. But we were
able to get from the temporary Murch
to the nearby Embassy of Israel in a
matter of minutes.

Outside, there was a nice court-
yard of pale brick. Inside, we saw
what we learned is the largest Israeli
Embassy in the world.

In a large hall, there was a big
menorah (a ceremonial candle-hold-
er). and a few paintings of smaller
menorahs.

We interviewed Delphine
Gamburg, the director of cultural

affairs. Her job is to inform Americans
about Israel’s contributions to archae-
ology, movies, dance, literature,
music, art, sports and theater.

A little research told us that a big
part of Israeli culture is archeology,
the study of human history by digging
up tools, pottery, buildings and other
items.

Over many centuries, the land of
Israel was controlled by Egyptians,
British, Hebrews, Romans, Greeks,
Muslims, Crusaders and others.

So by digging into the ground,
scientists have found valuable things
that teach us a lot about the past.

Here are some excerpts from our
talk with Ms. Gamburg:

Q: What are the major differences
between elementary schools in the
U.S. and Israel?

A: School starts in Israel at
7:30am and ends at 1:00 pm because
the sun rises early and kids can go to
after-school activities and hang out
with friends. In middle school you get
out of school at 2 o'clock except on

(see EMBASSY on page 2)

Our new school appears nearly ready in this view from Reno Road

Candy-store owner Rebecca Coleman (center) sings The
Candy Man in "Willy Wonka Jr." Story on page 4.
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One Student's
Recollections of
Lessons Learned
Over the Years

Reporters Learn About Israel

Students, Teachers About to Leave UDC Site,
Eagerly Await New Start in a Modern School

By BEAMARCHESANI

By LORELEI McINTOSH and MARGAUX COLLEYE

By MARGAUX COLLEYE and ANJALI DAVE



Two teams of Murch students
ranked 35th and 43rd among elemen-
tary schools from around the world in a
competition of creativity and teamwork
in Iowa in late May.

Enrichment teacher Roxanne
Bentley, who coached the Murch stu-
dents, was pleased with the results.

“Even though the teams placed in

about the middle of the pack, they felt a
sense of accomplishment,” she said.
“They worked all year long and were
rewarded with this fantastic experi-
ence.”

The Murch teams qualified for the
world finals of Odyssey of the Mind by
finishing first in a local competition two
months ago.

Odyssey is a competitive after-
school program that encourages kids
to think quickly and imaginatively.

In a contest called “Mocumentary,”
kids had to put a humorous twist on a

classic story, performing their version in
no more than eight minutes.

Murch’s team changed the trial
scene in “Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland.”

The overall winner came from an
elementary school in Wuhan, China.

A second Murch team was required
to create a humorous play set in a
hangout in outer space “with original
creatures, foods and a search for
space treasure.”

That Murch team focused on the
problems of a space creature who was

getting married but couldn’t find a miss-
ing lottery ticket.

A team from a city north of Atlanta,
GA, ranked first.

Students who competed in Iowa
were 5th-graders Sofia Bui, Beckett
McDonald, Anjali Dave, Maia Riggs, Ari
Priniotakis, Max Washington, Teo
Zentner, Ishan Dave, Mathew Zapota
and Daniel Jaime; and 4th-graders
Haley Crouch, Noah Hollestelle, Aiden
Stanisich and Dominic Scialdone.

Observed Anjali: “It's hard to stand
out (in Odyssey) because everyone is

unique.”
Beckett added:"It's a great way to

share your ideas with everyone you go
to school with."

Ms. Bentley, asked what is most
enjoyable about Odyssey, replied:

"The children, of course.Teaching
them the rules of brainstorming helps
them show their imaginations. There is
no right or wrong answer here. It's all
about creativity."

A boy in my kindergarten class pro-
posed to me one day. He said that if I
didn’t accept his offer of marriage, he
would cut his head off and put himself
in prison. I didn’t believe him. I
declined, even when he begged me.

When I told my friend about my
experience, she recounted how only a
few days before, the same thing had
happened to her. But, like me, she said
“no.”

The boy isn’t at Murch any more. As
far as I know, he’s still alive, not married
and not in prison.
— Bea Marchesani

I am incredibly short for my age and
every once in a while some kid likes to
bring that up.

I was peer-mediating at a 1st grade
recess one day when I asked a boy to
come down from a wooden ledge over-
looking the small soccer field. He did.

"Are you a 5th-grader?” he asked.
"Yeah"
"You're short!”
I didn't know whether to be mad or

sad, to laugh or be embarrassed. I
decided to go with laugh.
-- Anjali Dave

Snip, snip, snip! I was being chased
by another five-year-old kindergarten

kid with pairs of scissors on her fingers.
“I bet you can’t cut your tongue and

survive,” the girl blurted out.
“Uh huh, I can.”
So I snipped my tongue. Blood ran

down my chin.
My teacher scolded me and told me

that I couldn’t use scissors for a week.
We then walked into the nurse’s office,
where the nurse was already on the
phone talking to my mom about my sis-
ter.

“Your daughter Zora got hit with a
soccer ball during recess…Oh, and
here comes your other daughter

Margaux, who cut her tongue with scis-
sors!”
-- Margaux Colleye

I was in 3rd-grade and I made my
way across the blue top at the old
Murch, laughing and talking. My birth-
day was still a few days away but I
already felt that I was at a party.

It was the Fall Fair, my favorite time
of the year. My friends steered me over
to the front where adults were playing
music.

Then it happened. One of
my friends asked them to play “Happy

Birthday!” just for me. Everybody
stopped what they were doing and
sang.

That happened the next year and
the one after that. It showed just how
much my friends cared about me.
— Lorelei McIntosh

During 5th-grade recess, me and
my friends were playing our own ver-
sion of Truth or Dare. We called it
“Embarrassing Dare or Dangerous
Dare.” I chose Dangerous Dare.

One of my friends said, “We dare
you to do the 'Eel Out of Water' in front

of Ms. Otten and Ms. McCoy.”
The Eel is a dance we came up

with. You lie down on the ground and
wriggle around. I got down on the
mulch and started wriggling.

“Maia!” Miss Otten scolded.
I kept moving, trying not to laugh.
“Maia, get up off the ground!” Ms.

McCoy yelled.
I got up and walked over to where

my friends were waiting. Then we all
fell over laughing.
-- Maia Riggs
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Delphine Gamburg, Israeli cultural affairs director, with
B&G reporters Anjali Dave (left) and Margaux Colleye
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(l to r) Anjali Dave,Eleanor Hauser,Lorelei McIntosh, Sonia Skolnik,Bea Marchesani,Rebecca Coleman, Anouk
Schneider,Margaux Colleye,Iain Walter,Maia Riggs,Amelia Hannagan,Clementine Kovacs and Lucy Spellacy-Baah.
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More homework in Israeli middle schools

Tales
of our
Scribes

Fridays when you get out at
noon. Also in middle school, you
have six-day school weeks, from
Sunday to Friday. There are no
cafeterias in Israeli schools and no
switching from class to class.

Q: What subjects are normal-
ly part of the elementary school
curriculum in Israel?

A: The subjects in elementary
typically are math, Hebrew,
Arabic, English, science, social
studies, gym, art. In middle
school, French is offered.

Q: What are some examples of
things that elementary school stu-
dents do after school?

A: Sports (soccer, tennis,
etc.), martial arts (judo, karate,
etc.), music, arts, crafts, pottery,
cooking, Legos and tutoring. In

Israeli schools, you can walk
home by yourself if you are eight
years old or older because you
always have a school within walk-
ing distance.

Q: How many hours do kids
typically spend on homework in
elementary school?

A: About the same (as here).
But students in middle schools
have much more.

Q: What measures do Israeli
schools take to protect students?

A: There are guards in every
school and in day care.

Q: How many people work in
the Israeli Embassy?

A: 1,170 people. Thirty are
diplomats who come from Israel
and stay for five years. Other
Israeli workers stay for four years.

Americans also work here.
Q: We at Murch had several

school lockdowns since moving
temporarily to the UDC campus.
Some were caused by events at
the Israeli Embassy. There were
rumors about deliveries of glazed
donuts. What really happened?

A: The lockdown at Murch last
year was caused by a package of
batteries left outside the embassy.
So no, it wasn’t glazed donuts.

Q: What steps do you take to
protect the embassy?

A: Security workers come early
to sweep the embassy and then
stay in their positions for the rest
of the day. There are about 15
security workers and one chief.

Memories
of Murch

Rewards of the Murch Odyssey to Iowa

(EMBASSY from page 1)

By REBECCA COLEMAN
and SONIA SKOLNIK

By Blue &Gold
5th-Graders



Giáo viên. Ucitel. Leraar. Mokytojas. Mphunzitsi. Professor, Ögretmen.
Most Murch students can't read these words, but there are kids here who can. They came

here from other countries. If those kids were to get together, they could tell us that all of the
words in that first paragraph mean "teacher."

Teachers Holly Hope and Elizabeth Mailley, together with assistant Amy Bravo, are especially
important to 52 Murch students who are learning to read and speak English.

This teaching team also keeps a close watch on another 52 students who have learned
enough English to be placed in regular classes fulltime. They speak a total of 21 languages,
including such unfamiliar ones as Amharic (Ethiopia), Nyanji (Nigeria) and Twi (Ghana).

Ms. Hope focuses on reading and writing. Ms. Mailley specializes in speech. Ms. Hope
teaches classes in English, but learns just enough of her students’ languages to enable her to
comfort them and communicate with them.

Each student gets a chance to read during the sessions. The reading is mostly about what
they have been working on in class.

Ms. Hope reads a few sentences and passes the book to a student, who reads a bit, asks
questions and continues to pass the book on. At the end, the students sum up what they've read.

Coming to Murch from another country can be nerve-wracking, exciting, sad, or all of those.
These students worry about making new friends and fitting in.

Mercy Mende, a 3rd-grader from Zambia, said she was nervous when she came to Murch
in first grade.

It was hard for her to make friends because she was shy and spoke little English, she said.
Rogan (Khoa Phi), a 5th-grader who moved here from Vietnam in third grade, remembered

being sad when he left his home and found himself without any friends in America.
“The first time I tried to speak English, it was very hard,” he remembered. But later, with the

help of the teachers of ELL (English Language Learners), he said it became easier.
On the other hand, Chau Nguyen, a third-grader who moved from Vietnam about a year

ago, recalled that she was excited, not nervous, about coming to Murch.
Rogan said he now likes Murch more than his school in Vietnam because the punishments

for misbehavior were stricter there.
Sometimes, remarked Alex (Khoi Cao), another 5th-grader from Vietnam, not knowing Eng-

lish made him feel stupid.
As they learn our language, these students said they began to feel comfortable about mak-

ing friends and interacting in class. It helps, too, that Ms. Hope connects her teaching with what
the kids learn in their regular classes.

Ms. Hope, who has been teaching at Murch for 10 years, said that when she began teach-
ing students from other nations, “I did not realize that it would be as hard as it is.”

The most challenging part of her job, she said, is getting to know the kids and getting them
to talk to her.

But she summed up her work at Murch this way: “I have the best job in the world.”
(Note: The words for “teacher” in the opening paragraph are written, in order, in Vietnamese,

Czech, German, Lithuanian, Chewa (Zambia), Spanish and Turkish).

The day starts with a morning meeting
Each and every child must do a greeting

Up next is the science block
They learn about the moon rock

Period 3 is English language arts
Reading about princes and their sweet-

hearts

Recess today is outside
Kids pile up on the slide

The fifth block is social studies
Kids write to Spain with their buddies

Period 6 is all about math
Most kids would prefer a sunbath

The next block is their lunch time.
Kids drop food that turns into slime

Finally, children rush outside
Where parents hug them with pride

Now comes what I call Blocks 9 and 10,
The break before this poem is told again.
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Ms. Hope and some of her ELL students read together on an afternoon in May.

Busy Blocks

By LORELEI McINTOSH

By ANOUK SCHNEIDER

Murch is a Welcoming Place
For Kids from Other Countries
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Like the weather, fads tend to come
and go.

A small sampling of 4th-grade kids
shows that some fads that have arrived at
Murch are Fortnite, Squishees, Iwako
erasers, Pusheen the Cat and Thinking
Putty.

Joshua Maxfield and Finn Escher are
fans of Fortnite, a video game in which sur-
vivors of a huge storm must cooperate to
protect themselves against their enemies.

“I get to use math skills to add up the
materials and munitions I use when I play,”
Finn said. "You have to locate enemies and
determine if you will be eliminated from the
game.”

Joshua said he also enjoys playing with
colorful and "super cute" Iwako erasers.
They come in the form of animals or food
and can be taken apart and put together.

A package of animals might contain a
penguin, monkey, seal, pink turtle, black
stingray, even a unicorn.

But Finn mourned the passing of cer-
tain other fads.

Fidget cubes, spinners and slime are
old fads, he remarked, because "they are
no longer allowed (in school)."

Squishies and Pusheen the Cat are two
of Zara Ackil’s current fads.

Squishies, made from rubberized foam,
and Thinking Putty, much like once-popular
Silly Putty, are stress-relievers, too.

“The Squishies helped me during
PARCC (tests) because they made me
concentrate and think,” Zara said.

Thinking Putty "helps me focus at
school,” Joshua said, “but we’re not al-
lowed to have it.”

Zara said she also likes Pusheen, a car-
toon cat of many disguises, because "she
is very funny and can be anything, like a
baker, dragon, princess, detective, unicorn
and many other things.”

By IAIN WALTER

Kids Say
Crazes
Are Fun --
And Help
On Tests

You'd probably never catch teachers
playing with fidget spinners or slime or any
other fad designed for children. But there
was a time when they were as mad about
fads as many kids are today.

A Giga Pet was 2nd-grade teacher
De'Anna Walton's craze when she was 10. A
Giga Pet is a virtual animal that exists on a
palm-sized video screen.

Ms. Walton had a dog. She fed it, made
it take a nap, and played games with it. "My
parents wouldn't let me get a real pet so this
was great."

When 1st-grade teacher Alyssa Pinks
was seven, she played with a Chinese jump
rope. Two kids tied an elastic around their an-
kles and stood apart to form two parallel lines
of rope. A third child jumped over the ropes.

"I enjoyed doing cool tricks like jumping
in and out of it, jumping on top of it, or jump-
ing over it," Ms.Pinks recalled.

When kindergarten teacher Wendy
Cresswell was an elementary student, she
liked dolls called Little Kiddles.

"I liked that they were small and that they
came with a little house," Ms.Cresswell said.

As a kid, 3rd-grade teacher Scott Col-
man played with a yo-yo, a circular object
that he moved up and down on an attached
string.

"Everybody else had it and I was a copy-
cat," he explained.

At the age of eight, 4th-grade teacher
Meredith Grindrod played with small stuffed
animals called Beanie Babies. She said it
was fun "to pretend all of them were a com-
munity."

Paddle ball took up a lot of Avis McCoy's
time and attention when she was a kid.

She would hit a rubber ball with an at-
tached wooden paddle over and over, keep-
ing the ball in the air as long as possible.

Ms. McCoy said she enjoyed beating her
older sister, who usually won other competi-
tive activities.

By AMELIA HANNAGAN
and ELEANOR HAUSER

Teachers
Once Were
Mad About
Fads, Too
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Teacher Scott Colman tries out his childhood yo-yo skills in his
3rd-grade classroom.



“Okay, let’s do it again, from the top!”
music teacher Eugene Branch said in a tired
voice.

We were rehearsing for “Willy Wonka
Jr.,” the school musical for students in grades
3 to 5. There were rehearsals every day after
school, so Mr. Branch probably was ex-
hausted.

In this production, a poor boy named
Charlie lives near an abandoned chocolate
factory. One day Charlie finds one of five
golden tickets hidden in a Willy Wonka
chocolate bar, which lets him tour the factory
with his Grandpa Joe.

The other win-
ning children are
spoiled brats. But
they learn all about
the chocolate factory
and have a really
good time.

To make this
work, we had lots of
rehearsals. Some-
times we worked on
choreography with
Tara Compton and
Robert Priore of Com-
pany E, a DC dance
company.

If you had walked in on one of those re-
hearsals, you’d have seen us trying our best
to keep up while they counted: “One, two,
three, four, five, six, seven, eight! One, two,
three, four, five, six, seven, eight!”

Then there were music rehearsals,
where we learned and practiced our songs.
Josh Cleveland, a friend of Mr. Branch's,
played the piano and helped us learn our
notes, rhythms and pitches.

Finally, there were blocking rehearsals.
Mr. Branch showed us where to stand, how
to say our lines, and what to do with our bod-
ies.

I really liked being part of “Willy Wonka
Jr.” I was Phineous Trout, the little-known re-
porter. I interviewed all the golden ticket win-
ners and got to talk a lot and sing and dance,
too.

As a reporter for The Blue and Gold for
the last two years, I felt ready to play a re-
porter onstage. When we did the first read-
through of the script, Mr. Branch told me that

I sounded exactly like a real reporter.
My main song was “I Eat More.” It was

about Augustus Gloop (Oliver Abrams), a boy
who eats too much. I sang with Augustus and
his mom (Mabel Canty), asking “So what
does the poor little lad do all night to prevent
life becoming a bore?” Augustus answers, “I
eat more!”

Another great thing about this show:
props and costumes. Without them, this show
would have been nothing.

The audience needed to feel like we
were actually in a chocolate factory, so art
teacher Nicole David-Martinez’s props glit-
tered and sparkled with bright colors.

My friends and I were excited when we
first learned that the mu-
sical play this year was
going to be "Willy
Wonka Jr." Mr. Branch
told the whole school
that on Halloween a
special someone was
going to dress up in a
costume that repre-
sented the play.

On Halloween, Mr.
C dressed as an
Oompa-Loompa, one of
the little workers with or-
ange faces and green
hair who help at
Wonka’s factory.

Mr. Branch told us it was a difficult show,
meant mainly for middle schoolers. But he
thought we could make it work. He was right.

But it was tough. During an April re-
hearsal, he told us that he had to cut one
song from the show because the actor was-
n’t focusing enough.

As the show loomed closer, we re-
hearsed all day during school hours.

When the big day finally came, I was ex-
cited, but nervous. We were performing on a
REAL stage. We even had dressing rooms.

When I went out on stage for my first
scene, I looked out into the audience at all
those faces looking at me. Suddenly, I wasn't
nervous. I said all my lines. I didn't totally fail
and mess up.

We did have some problems, such as
forgotten lines and faulty mics. Willy Wonka's
mic kept flickering on and off, so you could
only hear part of his sentences.

Still, this was my first performance since
"The Ugly Duckling" in kindergarten — and it
was a lot of fun.

She gets to our school at 7:15 am and
leaves about nine hours later. All day she
“secures the premises” by “making sure that
(suspicious) people don’t get in.”

Latonia Caldwell is
one of a four-person se-
curity team who keep
children safe. She has
been a security guard for
18 years, the last six at
Murch. Officer Cald-
well, 43, said that she
watches especially for
people who look into
doors or are found in the
school without wearing a
visitor’s sticker.

Once, for example,
she said she caught a
photographer from the
Chinese Embassy taking
pictures of students. She
told him it was against
the law. But he came
back later, so she con-
tacted the embassy. She said she never
saw him again.

When she isn’t working, Officer Cald-
well enjoys watching TV and snacking
cheese and crackers. Her favorite channel

is LMN (Lifetime Movie Network) because it
shows movies with suspense and drama,
such as “The Nanny Killer” and “The Bad
Teacher.”

Officer Caldwell has two children. Her
daughter, Delane, 20, lives with her and at-
tends the University of the District of Co-

lumbia (UDC). Her
son, Marquis,19, and
his girlfriend have a
1-year-old child.

She attended
Parkview Elementary
School and Shaw
Junior High School,
both in Washington,
DC. She was raised
in a family of nine
children: five boys
and four girls. She is
the second oldest.

Officer Caldwell,
who works for Secu-
rity Assurance Man-
agement (SAM),
expects to continue
to protect Murch stu-
dents when the mod-
ernized Murch opens

in late August with electronic door openers
and 18 security cameras.

The new Murch will be “incredibly
safer,” Principal Chris Cebrzynski has said.
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Reporter Phineous Trout (holding microphone) sings "I Eat More" with Mrs.
Gloop and her super-hungry son, Augustus.

Latonia Caldwell is ready to help
protect kids in the new Murch

Keeping Us Safe

By MAIA RIGGS

By LUCY SPELLACY-BAAH
and CLEMENTINE KOVACS

Behind the Scenes
Of "Willy Wonka Jr."

--- Maia Riggs

"I was excited, but
nervous. We were
performing on a

REAL stage. We even
had dressing

rooms."
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